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EARSC Perspective on the EU Ports Strategy 

The European Association of Remote Sensing Companies (EARSC) is a trade association 
representing over 135 members across Europe in the Earth Observation (EO) downstream 
industry. EARSC has been following the efforts and developments under the umbrella of the 
EU Oceans Pact announced in June 2025 and fully supports the initiative to establish 
a comprehensive strategy for European Ports.  

Considering the importance of ports for the EU economy, supply chains, export frameworks, 
and sustainable energy, EARSC acknowledges they have become clusters for energy-intensive 
industry, circular economy, sustainable fuels ecosystem, but also military mobility and coastal 
and maritime security. Ports are also a building block of the EU efforts to tackle climate 
change which has been challenging the resilience of coastal and maritime infrastructure.  

Building on our members’ experience with application and use of Earth Observation (EO) 
capabilities in various sectors, EARSC believes remote sensing can play a substantial role in 
reaching the goals of the future EU Ports Strategy, especially as regards monitoring activities. 
EO has a key role to play in ensuring the security of port and energy infrastructures, detecting 
suspicious vessel behaviour, supporting law enforcement and navigation safety, and might be 
engaged in dual-use applications.1 Furthermore, we support the aims to cover the 
environmental needs of ports, where remote sensing offers vital support through water quality 
and pollution monitoring, detection of emissions, or biodiversity and habitat research. EO 
services can also offer key insights as regards the goals to tackle drug trafficking and 
organised crime through maritime traffic monitoring and port perimeter surveillance to 
support the initiative of the European Ports Alliance. 

Through its engagement in projects such as OCEANIDS, where EARSC has been a member of 
the consortium, the association has been contributing to the creation of tools and applications 
focused on Climate-Informed Maritime Spatial Planning and integrated seascape 
management. These tools aim to foster a more resilient and inclusive coastal ecosystem 
through better-informed decision-making and management to support a robust Blue 
Economy. OCEANIDS collects and harmonises existing climate data services to ensure 
accessibility, reusability, and interoperability of data for the development of local adaptation 
strategies in close cooperation with the involved ports and port authorities. The project has 
already demonstrated tangible progress in the ports sector, co-developing with port 
authorities and public entities approaches to improve risk assessment, planning, and 
emergency response, supporting coastal municipalities and regions with data-informed urban 
resilience strategies, cooperating with research institutes and EO providers, or liaising with 
policy makers and government bodies as regards evidence-based maritime and climate 
policies. 

1 Copernicus.eu: Security Applications 

 

https://earsc.org/
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/european-ports-alliance-fight-drug-trafficking-and-organised-crime-2024-01-24_en
https://www.oceanids-project.eu/
https://www.copernicus.eu/en/about-copernicus/impact-copernicus/security-applications
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Beyond the technical and operational achievements, OCEANIDS also contributes at policy level 
aligning its outcomes with the EU Mission “Adaptation to Climate Change”, a key European 
policy initiative. By delivering actionable results on port-specific adaptation and resilience, the 
project showcases how EO and climate services can directly, and collaboratively, support the 
implementation of EU missions and strategies, ensuring that lessons learned at local or 
regional level inform broader European policy objectives. 

Additionally, the project has been promoting inclusive and meaningful engagement and 
dialogue between citizens and stakeholders with the goal of bringing tangible results for ports 
all around Europe which are the end users of the project. These activities are ready to support 
the proposed aims of the EU Port Strategy such as increasing the long-term competitiveness 
of the ports or the issue of their interconnectedness with the environment, climate, and 
security sectors. The know-how of the project can further contribute to the identification of 
policy objectives for the EU Ports Strategy, challenges the ports are facing, and 
recommendations for further actions which to be taken by the stakeholders and policymakers. 

Furthermore, EARSC supports the goal of identifying linkages, synergies, and possibilities for 
simplification among port-related policies and legislation. Easy to navigate regulatory 
frameworks are essential for a meaningful uptake of EO services in the ports sector which 
ensures synergies and benefits for all involved actors. In line with the main goals of the EU 
Oceans Pact, the EO sector is ready to use its know-how in bolstering actions to protect ocean 
and coastal health, boost the competitiveness of sustainable blue economy, support coastal 
communities, enhance maritime and coastal security, and help with integration of EO data into 
decision-making processes as outlined in the Vision for the Space Economy.     

EARSC believes that leveraging remote sensing and EO capabilities or using the knowledge 
and outcomes delivered by the projects such as OCEANIDS can significantly contribute to the 
goals and aims that will be outlined in the EU Ports Strategy. We remain at the disposal of the 
European Commission in the future development of the strategy and are ready to contribute 
our expertise to streamline the policy efforts in the sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:COM_2025_0281_FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:COM_2025_0281_FIN
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/918ee802-a3e5-42ea-91a1-032c7e0ab8a9_en?filename=Communication.pdf

