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What Shall I talk About?

•About EARSC what we do and links with Africa

•Trends in the Industry & Big Data

•EARSC Initiative MAEOS

•The Value in the Data
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EARSC

EARSCis a trade association (non-profit Belgian company, 1989),

dedicated to helping Europeancompaniesproviding services,including

consultancy,or supplyingequipmentin the field of remotesensing.

Ourmissionis:

• to foster the development of the European Geo-Information

ServiceIndustry

• to representEuropeangeospatial-informationproviders,creatinga

sustainablenetworkbetweenindustry,decisionmakersandusers

In 2016, EARSCbecamea ParticipatingOrganisationto GEO
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9!w{/Ωǎmembers

92members(82full and10observers)from 22countriesin Europe
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Market development & promotion

OGEO: 
Link with Oil & Gas Industry

EOmag: 
Sector magazine

EO4OG: guide to geospatial 
products for the O&G Industry

eo4All
[ƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ LCLΩǎ 

EOpages: 
Brokerage site

Achievement
Award

Annual Report

EO Portal (wiki): 
Information on Geospatial services

EARSC on Twitter

Industry Statistics  
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www.eopages.eu
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africa-eopages.eu

Tool for finding 
partnerships 
between 
European and 
African companies

B2B Meetings in 
Kampala (Oct 16) 
and Pretoria (May 
17)
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Addressingthe changingmarket:

• Shiftingto on-line servicesdrivenby data technologies,new satellitesources,a

digitalmarket

• Opendatapromotinginnovationbasedon easyandeffectiveaccessto data(of

all typesςInternet of Things,Sensorcloudsetc.)
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The ChangingMarket

• Large volumes of EO data becoming available through EU investment in

Copernicusandmore,commercialmissions.

• Long-term commitmentby EUthrough2016spacestrategycommunication.

The changing market for EO services within the digital economy  ςboth bespoke 

& on-line - presents a real challenge for the industry.
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Landscape is changing
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In the US,the Industriallandscape:

• GooglebuysSkybox,transformsto TerraBella,sellsto Planetandmakesa

strategicinvestmentin Planet.

• DigitalGlobebuys Radiant, announcesWorldview Legion and then is

boughtby MDAwhichalsoownsSSL.

In Europe,the Institutional landscaperemainsa verystronginfluence:

• EU Copernicusprogrammeoffering EOdata on a free and open basis;

stronginvestmentby Europein anoperationalcapability.

• GEO ς growing in confidence and seeking engagement with the

commercialsector
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Copernicus: EU Programme
A Co-operative Approach

• Copernicus is a European effort to supply decision makers with geospatial 
information also used to promote industrial policy 

• Copernicus Data Policy provides open and free access to Sentinel products for 
any user

• EC & ESA ask industry to develop a new servicefor Data and Information Access 
(DIAS)

•5L!{ ŀƴŘ 9!w{/Ωǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ a!9h{ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōǊƛŘƎŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
to leverage Copernicus.

• Goal is the development of the downstream sector and the uptake of Copernicus 
data and information
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The Copernicus services address six thematic areas: land, marine, 
atmosphere, climate change, emergency management and security.

Copernicus Services
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GEOhasbeentaskedwith fosteringengagementwith the private sector:

• EARSCparticipatesto GEOmeetingsto shareopinionson industryviewsat the

Europeanlevel, exchangedocumentsof common interest and co-operate on

projectsor promotionalactivitieswhererelevant;

• EARSCinformsthe industryonD9hΩǎgoalsandactions

Č EARSCgoalis to developa real partnership.

EARSCalsoengagesthrough Projectseg.

• ConnectinGEO

• GEO-CRADLE

• NextGEOSS

EARSCParticipationin GEO
A Co-operative Approach
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EARSC Position Paper
In February2016

Set out the numerous challengesfacing the EO services

sectortoday, suchas:

• Fragmentation of European industry ς some 450

companiesin Europe,mostareMicro/SMEs;

• Difficulty for companiesto accessCopernicusdata;

• Challengeasthe ITgiantsenter the geospatialarena;

13

• Procurementpracticesnot well adaptedto digital services;

• Promotionof EuropeanEOservicesin exportmarketsaroundthe world;

• Unclearboundarybetweenpublicandprivatesector.
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Creating MAEOS: 
A Co-operative Approach

Our aim is to help overcome the fragmentation in the European industry, and 

enable companies to develop their business in a global market.

14

MarketplaceAlliancefor EOservices(MAEOS)with:

• A common identity where buyers can find EuropeanEO services,data and

productsof all kinds;

• Appropriatetechnical,legal,organisationaland operationalstructuresin place

for the Marketplaceto function;

• Operationalplatforms that link Copernicusand other geospatialdata sources

(publicandprivate)on whichto build EOServices;

• An environmentwherebyprivate initiatives can flourish (clearpublic / private

roles).
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eoMALL web-platform will enable companies to

promote their on-line servicesin a global market and

assist(new)customers:

• Reachnew customers& new marketsanddevelop

their business;

• Offernewservicesmeetingcustomerneeds;

• Develop new partnerships and overcome the

strongfragmentationwhichexistsin Europe;

• Addressthe challengesandbenefit from the digital

economy;

• Developin a globalmarket.

MAEOS tool = eoMALL

Search & Support

eoMALL

EO 

Service

providers 

& BrokersCustomers

Promote & Advertise
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Is there Value in the Data
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• EOhasbeena technologylookingfor a solutionfor manydecadesnow.

• Apart from military marketgrowth hasbeensteadybut not spectacular

• Studiestakea top-downapproachlookingat macroeconomics

•[ŜǘΩǎtakea bottom-up approach!

• EARSCstudyfor ESAlookedat developinga newmethodology.

• Takea singleproduct which is usedoperationally,and look at how it impacts

alonga value-chain.

• Resultsconfirmthat there is indeedgoodvaluein the data.

• More caseswill be lookedat; moreevidencecomingsoon!



EARSC @ ISRSE17 Pretoria May 2017

Geoff Sawyer & Marc de Vries

From the Copernicus 
Economic Benefit Study 
performed under an 
assignment from the 
European Space Agency

Study on behalf of ESA

Look at the Value created through the use of 
Sentinel data.

Bottom up approach working through the value 
chain

3 cases studied and reports published (see EARSC 
web-site).

Satellites Benefiting Citizens
Showcasing the Benefits

ú24m and ú116m 

ϵ16.1m and ϵ21.6m 

ϵ15.2m and ϵ18.3m 
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www.earsc.org

www.eopages.eu

www.earsc-portal.eu


